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When I was a kid in Toronto, while my friends obsessed about hockey players, I spent hours reading about – and building dozens of models of – WWI fighter aircraft. 
(Ask me anything about SE5As, Sopwith Camels, Fokker Triplanes or their pilots.) 
Knowing that I would enjoy having it, my adopted father gave me (what he said was) the RCAF (Royal Canadian Air Force) cap badge of Canadian 
WWI ace William (Billy) Bishop, who, with 72 ‘kills’ was the fourth highest scoring ace of the War – after the German von Richthoften [80], the 
French René Fonck [75] and the British Edward Mannock [73]. The more famous American Eddie Rickenbacker comes in at a (relatively) paltry 26. 
Asked how he had come into possession of this, he explained that his mother had ‘gone out with Bishop’, and he had given this to her as a keepsake. 
Several years later, realising that it was too valuable an artefact to be kept in a drawer, I offered to present it to the Canadian War Museum in Ottawa. 

Below is a record of the ensuing correspondence with the museum. 


